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1910 to 1960 
* Basic Equipment 


Tongs 
Magnification 
Watermark fluid 
Perf gauge 

and a UV lamp 





W. WATSON & SONS, 313, HIGH HOLBORN LONDON, W4 5 


1912 Watson's Philatelic Microscope 
Invented by W.H.S. Cheavin, FRPSL Watson's Philatelic Microscope. 


Designed by Mr. Hakon S. CHEAVIN, PRAMS, NS 





Fig. 1.—Philatelic Mieroscope mounted in socket on side of containing case. 





ITS PURPOSE. 


Philatelists have hitherto used small pocket magnifiers for the examina- 
tion of their stamps. By comparison with the information obtainable 
with Watson's Philatelic Microscope this is infinitesimal. With thi 
Microscope both watermarks and the texture of the paper used in the 
manufacture of postage stamps stand revealed, while it is of great 
educational value for examining forgeries, cancellations, overprints, ctc., 
etc. Further, permanent records can be taken by photography or drawings 
of the special features observed. The illustrations given by Mr. Cheavin 
in his lectures and in his numerous articles on the Microscope in Philately 
have made manifest the varicty of valuable purposes to which the instrument 
can be put—uses which increase in variety as the possibilities of the 


(D) instrument are understood and appreciated. 


Fig. 84.—Philatelic Microscope used (a) horizontally ; 
(b) vertically. 
(1,826) 7a 








The use of the Microscope is not limited to postage stamps, it can also 
be emploved for ordinary observations of Natural History subjects 


2011 Beta ray examination 





Portion of a covet 


and stamp, normal 
and beta ray image 





showing watermark 


Beta ray apparatus at the Morgan Library, New York 


Leica M-3 film camera, top of the line in 1953 





Leitz BEOON copy stand for the Leica M-3, component parts and assembled 
with camera for 1:1 imaging of a stamp on cover 





Color print film image of 4¢ Columbian blue error of color (Scott 233a) and 
others for the Philatelic Foundation expert committee 


Original 233a Normal ultramarine 233 





Ultramarine faked 233a New 233a 











Database of 1856 5c Imperf covers (Scott 12) 


C] 5 Cent Basic = sg 5: 


~ ee 


New York, NY L- 
tamp did not originate on sta: 
New York Am. Pkt. — 


tats Unis Paq A.M./A Cal Waterhouse Coll., Hill book Fig. 38, p. 28 under "Fakes." 


Messicurs Sastre freres, Marseille 
rance 


8 decimes struck out (3 times) and substituted with 16, on reverse Forwarded by A.C. 
Rossire(?) & Co. New York in oval, Paris 29 Mar 56 (2), Marseille 30 Mars 56 (12), one other 
mark. 


Faked, 5¢ added to stampless cover, Questioned in Hill Book as not correct, since 


American Packet was used and 5¢ rate was not approved for such. PF Opinion: "Stamp did 
not originate on cover, tying cancellation is counterfeit.” 


Record: 4 4 282 of 371 P Mt, WK NoFiter Search 











Database of 1856 5¢ Imperf covers (Scott 12) 


ein 

| 300322 | ae tp en [tr en Lan 78 ior | EUR Save A CRT | Va) 
Range dote A h B Hemer BETEA Lot Newyork Bi Bet pe Une Poq.aM/a Cas | 1227856, 12/8/1886 
l 2mnasriizsige — Oneens La [Gaerne dois 109. ~~ [Angamb Caism | enanas | 
B iie aeea a gr onan evaa M — — — — 
| | 3838 | 9/3/1856/12 single 1 1 1 ———— 
| |-3EGHO eMe (2 single iate Pa teen rr LLL. [Mitchellsville | 
| | 307/307 | 1273/185712singe — {Betimore. Md. — ]HR HermerLid.6/27/55 WBoston12 | — — — — 
ES reel 2 stip offour 9 single Trenton NI — [FLA Segel gel 5/18/77 Pol ew oh A i | 8/22/1856) 9/4/1856 

[i98 | 12n6/1856/12 single —— ^ ^ | Row Goan La remet — 





Emm 
12 singe NO La. |Lot477. est 2500. res Pkt. Etats Unis Paq. Brit/A Calais M? L7 ARN, 1/10/1857 — 
= 309 |11 857/12 single Annapolis. Md Ward 6/14/44 Gibson lot 5€ New S York EtUnis. Serv Br. A ar acc n S T S ae Spezzie Sardinia 


LIIS — Belesse 3/27/56 Siegel 9/|New 3 York — | | — PagAmA/LeHeve — — 7/6/1857, 7/7/857|Nentes | 


pulis rm yr EL LEE E 
12 vertical strip of three New Orleans. La. (Fox 1 lot 623 sold 1 


Hoan ai —— |New Orleans. La. [Fox 12/8/55 lot 131 sold 95|New York Br. Pkt. | — | —  —  — 5^ — 8$ — | 
Lists Hee wom Le A Hamor N1758 Cep Ner ok Bi Pa [Faas Ua Pa BAC | utt 
| [l2snge ^ ^ à 1 1 11 1 ]|NewOfeans Ls. [Harmer Rooke 3/26/59 lot | 
Lien nempe mie JP Pa Omm nm — — — peu P 1 — EE 
| [| P5056 | | Kellsher 2/1/50 Lot 79, Ke PP 
D | en og M Pate AL Or Th | ER SER 
| | 80n201 | 11/15/1856, Eme tins Pag Ba Man, ESAME — 
B C EE eee C TH ts Unis Pag Brit/A Calais A? 
HS Le Quse nO] — aa RR a 
| Newfane Ls Segel — — — | [1 — ar — 
Albam NY — HR Hamer 17/55 Cesp L | I | — 
DE DE s —  nesteemia Gem SU RR M REEL | 5 — — — — | saas — — | &— — | 

















12 single — Lo. [Sie gel 3/6/67 lot 22 l | 
12 single — la HR. Harmer — 
E pe — — —] single New Oneons. ia. 20 eria est 3500 NewYork Pe Pkt. gl deal Amh Coles IUE | Calais M pe57| 33/185 857| Genes t 


| Annapolis. Md__]HR Harmer 5/27/69? Lot} | Ets Ur Paq Brt À Cala A q. Brit A Calais A E a — — eene Suma. 
—— 1] | 

a | | — — = 
Sine p inde — — — esee 10 evn mt PI — 

aas eof tation sip of tee [New Oneens. Le Siegel 1/12/71 lot 369 est Goston Paid I2 [ — — ie 
Mauss Siegel er 
| | 3n|snw| anges) — ortwo singles tt. — — à L|] Sn Francisco | 
SSR ee a — Eres Ums Bregt TASER pose | 
| | 294294 | ne [Nes Vente Nv — — — 
-astas — Vork Am Pet, [Paia A 

RASE 2 po (Ne Oreans.La. [Hamert Lot 12 est $100 New York Bi PR. 











Samoa 19 Century Cover Database 





=E] Short form ordered by date c [8l 53 
| D| Counter: [2 Reference number: | 42 [Eas Commercial or Philatelic (C or P) [C Source Additional Source Reviewed 2001 
City (and State, for U.S) [P — |K  Counny PE — 


Sequencer: [Foreign Office Address Line 1 [See remarks for full address ·⸗·⸗U O0 — 
Rate |(3x) 3d = 5c Address Line 2 | 
Samoan Stamps [> 2nd5 3rd [> 4th/ 5th | 6th| US Stamps Ist: [189 2nd | Stamp(s) 
Number afcopes fF Neneotepm [i [omc 
APIA CDS A APIA CDS Color d Flag: [British Consul Handwriting 











Ms. address in full i is — n Her Britannic Majes stys s Service, Her Britannic Majestys Secretary of State/for 
Foreign Affairs/Forcign Office/London" At lower left are initials and "Consulate of Samoa" and date 
"Jan 19/1891" See notes for reverse. 


Notes 
Reverse shows embossed seal and "Consulate Samoa" underneath. Also CDS "san ‘ 
Francisco, Cal. /Feby 15/1891, F. D. a Scymour Kaplan Siegel Lot 29, also ex Burrus. Notation o on 1 back 
may say " 
Burrus, and illustrated in Vol. v. p. 570. Blue cover. 





| Record: M 4 30f 43 DE: K Unfiltered Search 





Samoa 19% Century Cover Database with cover shown 


-0 Xj 


Es] Short form ordered by date 
Commercial or Philatelic (C or P) c Source Additional Source Reviewed 2001 


b | Counter: [ 4 Reference number: | 4) = 
aM City (and State, for U.S.) [P Ko Country aW d 


Day Month Year 
Sending date [28 [jan - a Rp [England 5 
Dup?| Sequencer: [Foreign Office Address Line 1 [See remarks for full address How Viewed [Ei — [v] 
Rate [e935 Adweslie2| 0000000000 — 
Samoan Stamps [2 ^ 2nd3 3rd? 4th|  5th[  6th|  USStampsīst: [i89 2nd |  Stamp(s) 
Number of copies |1 jr fa E || | Number of copies [1- | [Cork9x9 — — 
APIA CDS [2 APIA CDS Color [Be = = Flag: [British Consul Handwriting — 


Remarks and Notes | Front of cover | Reverse of Cover | Catalogue code details | Date info and additional codes | Additional Notes 















VA 


Cn SUAATE 









be \K Unfiltered Search 





= M 4 3 of 43 b pl 





retroReveal image uploaded, with the first three analyses below 














| nttp//retroreveal.org/images/ss/16942 
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y 04 4 0 





p ew 


Mio MSN — 
http://retroreveal.org/images/ssdetails/16942?c=47 





retroReveal analyses with one that largely removes the stamp color to see 
the handstamps more clearly 














(EN @ hito://retroreveal.org/images/ss/16942 p-ó | e retroReveal - Channel Inspe.. X |G retroReveal - HSLL 0000016942, 


6 ^ 


LIONE PENNY|2} 








1:38 PM 
a Li LE | 
On 7" 10/18/2015 


retroReveal tif image saved to show the missing d handstamp on the 
second stamp of the bottom row and details of the other handstamps. 


B 


one PSE 


Ga i un 





retroReveal used to extract faint images 


The very faint “O.P.S.O.” overprint was close 
to the genuine when observed normally, but 
measurements were not possible. The 
enhanced image made it easy to tell it's a fake. 





Specimen overprints take a number of 
different forms. This was not easy to see until 
the image was enhanced by retroReveal. 





Questions? 


